


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 











‘SWE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE PIRST LOVED Us.” 





PUBLISHED BY SIMON BURTON.—EDITED BY THOMAS GROSS. 





VOL. Ill. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, APRIL }1, 1825. 


NO. 12. 








ON IMPARTIALITY. 


Impartiality is universally recommended as a con- 
sistent path, in which all men ought towalk. ‘ Do- 
ing nothing by partiality,” is an injunction, amount- 
ing exactly to this, that we should do every thing 
with impartiality. We are ready to grant, that 
such a course is very seldom pursued, and that few 
have ever attainedit ; perhaps none to perfection: 
Yet justice, reason, law and gospel require it.., We 
will first shew what is meant by impartiality, in our 
conversation and practice. Secondly, why the prac- 
tice is enjoined. 

1. What is impartiality? It is to treat all men 
with equal justice, whether rich or poor, bond or 
free, powerful or weak: i. e. if justice will secure 
the rich, the free, the powerful, from undeserved 
punishment, or a bad name; it will, in like circum- 
stances, secure the poor, the bond and the weak. 
All men, in these respects, are born cqually free, 
and are entitled equally ‘ to life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness.” These are rights given to all 
men by the God of nature, and are inalienable.— 
Nothing can deprive the meanest person of any right, 
which God has given, except the strong, polluted 
and bloody hand of partiality. In other words, im- 
partiality is to render to all their dues; honor to 
whom it is due, custom and fear to whom they are 
due. Itisto treat menaccording to their worth or 
merit, whether they be rich or poor. 

If wisdom be discovered in a peasant, and he by 
his wisdom should be instrumental of delivering the 
state; impartiality will say, that he ought to be re- 
membered equally as if he werea king. Impartiali- 
ty respects our desires equally with our words and 
dctious. Can we be impartial when we desire the 
happiness of some and wretchedness of others? No, 
an unpartial disposition will desire the happiness of 
all. Any thing short of such a desire, will be par- 
tality. 

a ‘both sacred and profane, teach us that 
mankind, in all ages, bave acted partially; some in 
a greater degree than others, yet all men have gone 
out of the way in this respect. The poor man, who, 
by his wisdom, delivered the city, was not remnember- 
ed. Why ? Because he was poor and obscure. Had 
be beena king, his wisdom would have been thought 
to be superior almost to mortals. Mankind are lia- 
ble to discover their partiality towards the following 
objects, viz. 1. Towards themselves. 2. ‘Towards 
their families. 3. ‘Towards their own nations.— 
4. Towards those of a like religion, or those of the 
same church. Partiality towards ourselves may be 
termed pride ; towards eur families, blindness ; to- 
wards our own people, ignorance ; and towards those 
ofa like religion, or those of the same church, it may 
be termed self-rightcousness. If mankind were im- 
partial, they would see and be as ready to acknowl- 
edge their own faults, as to see and condemn them in 
others. This would apply, likewise, with equal truth, 
toour families, our nations and churches. Partiality 
says thus, my nation is the best; my church the true 
church: other nations are inferior; other churches 
arein the wrong. Now, as we believe that we have 





conclude that they have same right. Consequently, 
other nations, acting on the same principle with cur- 
selves, (and all nations do act on the same priuciple 
will judge favorably of themselves, their nation ce 
church, to the disparagement of others. This is the 
case with different sectaries in the same gommunity. 
Thus, when individuals and nations and churches 
speak of themselves, the world is right ; when indi- 
viduals, nations and churches speak of others, the 
werld is wrong. Here is exhibited partiality without 
a mask, 

The ancient Israelites could say, stand by thyself, 
come not near to me, for I am better than thee. The 
Pharisees were of this disposition, and inculcated the 
same partial and self-righteous spirit. ‘God I thank 
thee that Iam not like othermen.” “ Are’ we blind 
also?” ‘ This people who knoweth not the law are 
cursed.” ‘Thus impartiality is scarcely to be found, 
because partiality so generally abounds. 

Consequences attending the want of impartiality ; or 
a partial spirit. 

It is certainly a practice unlike to that of our ma- 
ker. A person exercising a partial disposition, or 
departing from the path of impartiality, becomes up- 
like to God his maker ; for he is good unto all, even 
to the evil and unthankful ; his tender mercies ure- 
over allhis works. His designs or purposes of mercy 
are to the exclusion of none. He has purposed in 
himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
to gather together in one, all things in Christ. The 
want of impartiality renders us unhappy in ourselves. 
If we be partial we are unhappy; because, although 
we may love some of our fellow creatures, yet we 
must hate others in exercising a partial spirit. Ha- 
tred is the cause of misery. It irritates the mind, 
destruys our repose, and is attended with guilt. 

A partia{ disposition has done and still does do in- 
calculable mischief in the world. It has been and 
still is the fermentor of contention, of wars in the 
civil kingdom, and of persecution in the church. It 
has divided families, and sepurated very friends. — 
From this partial spirit men bless some, and from the 
same spirit they curse others, who are made after 
the similitude of God. These things ought not so to 
be. James iii. 8,9. This partial spirit goes farther, 
for it would lead its friends to heaven, and its ene- 
mies to hell. ‘The want of impartiality has stained 
with innocent blood, the hands of the partial judge, 
and caused the widow and the orphan to cry to hea- 
ven for relief. In short, partiality is the destroyer of 
peace, the robber of justice, and the bane of the 
world. Its fall (for it will sink never more to rise) 
will be attended with hallelujais and universal re- 
joiciugs. 

2, Why is impartiality enjoined? Ans. The etf- 
fects of partiality, which we have seen, are sufficient 
to shew why its opposite should be enjoined. As 
partiality is attended with unnumbered evils ; so 
impartiality is attended with unnumbered blessings. 
Hence the law, which connects the duty and felicity 
of man together, enjoins impartiality as the certain 
road to bliss. Impartiality is enjoined to convince 
us of the nature and character of God himself. What 
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sition to his own law? Such earthly lawmakers 
there are, and have been on earth, but not in heaven. 
Does God enjoin love, justice, mercy, forgiveness 
and impartiality ? He does enjoin these ; and the 
reason why he enjoins them is, because he is ~~ e, 
he is just, he is merciful, forgiving and impartial. So 
that God as «lawmaker has made a law exactly 
agreeing with his own nature. ‘Thus impartiality is 
enjoined to assimilate us to our Maker, and to make 
us happy io that resemblance. 
_ REMARKS. 


A picture of the opposite of impartiality is given 
in several passages of scripture. When great res- | 
pect is paid toa man with a gold ring and in goodly | 
raiment; and when a poor man is treated with neg- 
lect; the*apostle James inquires whether we are not 
partial and become judges of evil thoughts? He 
infurms that the wisdom, which is from above, is with- 
out partiality. It hence appears, that our heavenly 
father is impartial. Notwithstanding it is said that 
God hates some and loves others; that he has elect- 
ed some to life eternal and others to eternal (end!ess) 
misery; yetthis subject proves the contrary, and 
shews that God is impartial. Thus the gift of Christ 
and the design of his mission is a demonstration that 
all men without exception are the objects of the 
Father’s love and are Componentes in his purpose of 
salvation. 

The different gifts bestowed on menin_ this life, 
and the different privileges with which men are fa- 
vored here ; is no objection to the impartiality of the 
Deity : because the present state is necessarily im- 
perfect, and designed as an opportunity for the exer- 
cise of every virtue. ‘Thus, if all were rich, there 
could be no opportunity for feeding and clothing the 
poor, or comforting them in their affliction. The 
different circumstances of men in. this life is so far 
from proving that God is partial, that the design he 
has in view, and the end he will accomplish by this 
diversity, will prove his impartiality in the complet- 
est sense. God brings good out of evil ; light out of | 
darkness; order out “of confusion ; yea, all thins 
shall work together for good. Where, then, is the 
partiality of the Deity ? God's wavs are equal. 
pretend to think, and allow themselves to say that 
his ways are unequal; but this is a mistake of theirs. 
The impartiality and immutabihty of the Deity lay a 
foundation on which to erect the glorious superstruc- 
tor of unlimited grace. 

On this principle, God is represented in his true 
character as a God of love, not of hatred; as a God | 
of impartiality, not of partiality. Hence God is the 
confidence of all the ends of the earth, and Christ is 
the desire of all nations. 


Our subject further teaches what a great reward | 


men receive for an impartial conduct. It leaves the 
mind and conscience clear; prepares aman for the 
consistent worshiy of Ged; enables him te come 
with an humble boldness to the throne of Grace, and | 
makes him an useful and ornamental member of soci- | 
ety. Let, therefore, ali your things he done with} 
charity. Let each esteem others better than them- | 
selves. Let the same mind be in vou, which was al- | 
so in Christ Jesus. 
scend to men of low estate. 
—Eniror. 


Render to all their duces. | 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman 
tauque county, dated March 20th, 1825. 


*¢ J have recently seen in the Gospet Apyo-| 


CATE. two letters addressed to a Rev. Mr. | 
Brown, Baptist preacher of Buffalo. and one to | 


Men | 


Miad not high things, but conde- | 


Chau- : 





a Rev. Mr. Crawford, of the same plece, in 
which several i important questions were put by 
the writer, to those clergymen. These questions 
I have been repeatedly told, by different Calvin- 
ists hereabouts, would doubtless speedily be an- 
swered by the persons to whom they were ad- 
dressed, and I have been looking anxiously for 
how answers which I was told would clear the 
| whole matter up. The questions were such as 
I supposed no public teacher of religion could 
| refuse to answer, consistently with his duty.— 
They have created many serious doubts, and in 
| fact, are still creating such doubts, in the minds 
|) of men who never before harbored a thought 
that Calvinism is nottrne. My neighbors are 
mostly Calvinists, either Baptists or Presbyte- 
rians, and my copy of the Advocate is anxious- 
ly sought after every week, by them, to find the 
answers of those two clergymen. Pray Sir, 
can you tell me whether any answers to those 
questions are to be expected ? Some have calm- 
ly declared to me that unless they can see the 
objections which those letters contain against 
Calvinism, satisfactorily refuted, they must give 
up the doctrine as untrue.” 
The above extract has been handed us with 
a request that we will answer the queries it con- 
tains. We are bound, in charity, to believe 
that those two clergymen, in their attacks upon 
the doctrine of Universalism, were actuated by 
a zeal net according to knowiedge ; and that 
being ignorant of its principles and precepts, 
they did not suppose the doctrine could be de- 
| feaded in the manner they now find it can. It 
| has been so fashionable to rail against the truth 
| that God is good to all, and that his tender mer- 
cies are over all his‘ works, we are hot surprised 
‘to find well meaning men entirely unacquaint- 


| 





(ed with it. 

As for the answers expected by the friend 
of our correspondent, we presume he will never 
see them, and for this simple reason—no an- 
swers can be given, which will do away the ob- 
jections to Calvinism that have been raised.— 
Those clergymen doubtless once thought their 
positions tenable, but they now stare in utter si- 
lence upon positions which their followers hold 
them bound to refute, for they find the task im- 
i possible to perform. 

We can never feel pleasure at the pain of o- 
thers; and much less would we exult, in this 
| instance over our fallen opponents, in any other 
| light than to rejoice in common with others, at 
| the dispersion of error and the wide promulga- 
_tion of the truth. The result gives us no sur- 
prise, because with honest intentions and the 
Bible for our guide, we are always sure of con- 
founding our opponents, as we have done in 
this instance, and of silencing their uncharitable 
and wicked, though often well meant clamors 

againstus. In the mean time, let it be remem- 
bered, that we hold ourselves ever ready to give 
a reason for the faith that is in us, and to con 
. fess every error of opinion which can he shown 
to have been embraced by us. 

















“ON MAKING A WILL.” 
Extracted from a comm: n*cation in the Boston Tele- 
graph. 

“ In contemplating vanous means of doug good, it 
has occurred to me, thet the idea of yivipg tor churt- 
table purposes, by Wil/, has not been su often ard se- 
riously recommended, as its portance demands, 

** The United states contain abuut 10,000,000 ia- 
habitants. 
posed to possess property at their disposal, fron: which 
they are liable every moment to be called away by 
death. li is estimated, that, on an average, the 
whole number of ove generation passes off the stage 
once in every thirty vears. According to this esti- 
mate, a thirtieth part of this one million, that is, 33, 
333 owners of property vi the United States will dic 
the present year. Should these, on an average, be- 
queath each Tvrenty Dollars for chariiable purposes, 
the amount, thus gjven, would be 666,666 dollars. 

* If, as Solomon remarks, riches may be kept by 
the owners thereof to their hurt; it is perhaps more 


frequently true, that they may be left to the nuturad | 


inheritors thereof io Their destructivun,—to the de- 
struction of their minds, the perversion of their mor- 
al habits,—and the ruin of their souls! 

** Perhaps there is no subject on which Christian 
teachers, and the iniluential friends of charity gener- 
ally, are more remiss in the discharge of their duty. 
They seem gencrally to have unbibed the false no- 
tion, that the final disposal of one’s own property is 
o entirely his private, personal concern, that it would 
be indelicate and obirusive to addréss him plainly ca 
the subject, and encourage hit to give for the no- 
blest purposes. In consequence of this criminal re- 
missn: ss and false delicacy on the part of those who 
have iniluence over the minds and hearts of men of 
property, doubUless many give nothing to promote the 
cause of learning, and religion, and the general im- 
provement of their species, who might be induced by 
a single conversation, to give with distinguished lib- 
erality and cheerfulness; and who might forever 
after remember with gratitude the day, when the 
duty and the privilege of making a lberal bequest 
was first suggested to their minds and impressed on 
their hearts by the fuithfulness of u friend.” 

{ « rrespondent to the Boston Recorder, intredu- 


cing the article * on making a will,” into (hat paper, | 


observes : 

“It has come tomy knowledge, that, in conse- 
quence of reading it in the Telegraph, one gentle- 
man of wealili has resolved to bequeath a considerable 
portion of his property for charitable purposes.— 
Others may have been affected in a sitnilar manner. 
Yonr paper can carry the communication directly to 
3,000 additional families; and it will doubtless be 
shown to others, for whom it may be thought appro- 
priate. And thus eternity may reveal, that the san- 
zuine hopes with which it appears to have been 
written, are morc than realized.” [How wise are 
these seekers for money, in their generation. } 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST. 
WHAT IS CUNIVERSALISM ? 

It is love without dissimulation and without par- 
tiality. Universal benevolence exercised, indiscrim- 
inately, towards the whole human family, in doing 
good to all men as far as we are able, by relieving 
the poor, pitying the unfortunate, forgiving our ere- 
mies, loving them that hate and despise us; and not 
returning evil for evil, but contrawise blessings for 
curses. Itis the golden rule of Christian morality, 
taught by our great Master and Saviour, ‘“* Whatev- 
er ye would that men do unto you, doye even so un- 
to them, for this is the law and the prophets.” It rep- 
resents men as composing one great family, the off- 
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At least one miilion of these may be sup- | 


spring of one undivided, incorruptible Lord t. 
alike disavow's a plurality of deitics, and all that . 

j atursand impure worship, offered to an imagina?. 
| and deformed idol, calied Tri-personal or God-man. 
| li reprobates (he Manachean heresy of a good aud 
| evil spinit ruling the world alternately, or thai Ged 
and Satan reiga ip compact. itthus dispels the 
| clouds of superstition, by chasing, from our world, 
| (a® evil spectres of a depraved imagination, which 
| torment the mings of the weak and destroy their 
hope an? Contidence in God. Itdisburdens the Chris- 
tian from that load ef heathen tro litions, which were 
introduced into the religion uf Jesus, during the reign 
of Antichrist; breathes a mild air and exhibits a be- 
niga sky. *it displays a world cs the vr perty of one 
infinitely good Parent, who has, intove and favor to 
‘nankind, selected ene of the human family, whom he 
Las constituted heir of all things, and anomted to be 
both Lord and Christ; the mediator between God 
| aud man, by whom, as the captain of their salvation, 

| Jehovah will restore all mento eternal purity and 

bappiness, through sauctification of the spirit and be- 

lief of the truth. It reprobates that unlailowed doc- 





trine, which, like the ancient heati.co faocies, sets up 
| the must holy Lord Gou, as the patron of impurity, 
| Vice, cruelty, and unmercitulness ; requiring more 
jinerey, love, and benevolence frora lis creatures 
i than he either can or wil) exercise himse!?; by com- 
| manding then: to forgive uncuuditioually, and do good 
impartially, to all men, whether frieuusor enemies. 
Ina word, it isthesumof Christian perfection; the 
| feeling and enjoymentot beatified spirits; the doc- 
| trine of God. and the religion of Jesus. Far from 
, encouraging hceeniousness, it lays the meat powerful 
' restraint on immorality by teaching that every offence 
Shall receive a just recompense of reward; and off- 
ers the greatest encouragement to virtue, by declar- 
ing that the righteous siall be recompensed in the 
earth. It leads men to confidence in Got, and ac- 
quiescence in his providence, by teaching them that 
he works all things together for good to the whole 
human family, It sows the seeds of gratitude, good- 
will, devotion, and peece. It makes the rough paths 
of life even, removes ierror from death and the grave, 
and causes the dyin man toexcham with emetions 
| of gratitude for the glory, honor, and immortahty 
that awaits him: O death, whereis thy sung! O 
grave, wuere is thy victory ! Thanks be io God,who 
giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ oue Lord. 
Reader, such is Universalism. The Lord prepare 
thy heart, sow the good seed, and grant thee a bless- 
ed harvest of joy, love, and gratitude to the praise 
of his glory. Amen. J.8. T. 


| 
| 


' 
| 
| 
} 
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 

‘¢ This hostility of her sects bas been the disgrace, 
the peculiar disgrace of Christranity. The Gentoo 
, loves his cast, so does the Mahometan, so doe: the 
Hindco, whom England, out of the abundance of her 
charity is about to teach hercreed :—I hope ste may 
not teach her practice. But Chrisnanity, Christian- 
ity alone exhibits her thousand sects, each denounc- 
ing his neighbor here, in the name of Cod, and dam- 
bing hereafter outof pure devotion !—-‘* You’re a 
heretic,” says the Catholic ; ‘* You’re a Papist,” says 
the Protestant ; ‘: I appeal to Saint Peter,” exclaims 
the Catholic, “ I appeal to Saint Athanasius,” cries 
the Protestant; ‘“‘and if it goes to damning, he’s as 
good as any saint in the calendar.” ‘ Youll be dam- 
ned eternally,” moans out the Methodist; ‘ I’m the 
elect!” Thus it is, you see, each has his anathema, 
his accusation and his retort, and in the end Religion 
is the victim! Thevictory of each is the overthrow 
of all; and Infidelity, laughing at the contest, writes 
the refutation of their creed in the blood of their 
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combatants! I wonder if this reflection has ever 
struck any of those reverend dignitaries who rear 
their mitres against Catholic emancipation. as it 
ever glanced across their Christian zeal. If the sto- 
ry of our country should have casually reached the 
valleys of Hindostan with what an argument they 
are furnishing the heathen world against their sacred 
missionary? In what terms could the Christian 
ecciesiastic answer the Eastern Bramin, when he 
replied to his exhortation in language such as this? 
‘Father, we have heard your doctrine: it is splendid 
in thoory, specious in promise, sublime in prospect ; 
like the world to which it leads, it is rich in the mir- 
acles of light. But Fatler, we have heard that there 
are times when its rays vanish and leave our sphere 
in darkness or when your only lustre arises from me- 
teors of fire, and moons of blood: we have heard 
of the verdant island which the Great Spirit has 
raised in the bosom of the waters with such a bloom 
of beauty, that the very waves she has usurped wor- 
ship the loveliness of her intrusion. The sovereign 
of our forests is not more gencrous in his anger than 
her sons: the snow-flake, ere it falls on the moun- 
tain, is not purer than her daughters; little island 
seas reflect the splendors of her landscape, and her 
valleyssmile at the story ofthe serpent! Father, it 
is true that this isle of the sun, this people of the 
morning, find the fury of the ocean in your creed, 
and more than the venom of the viper in your policy ! 
It is true that for six hundred years, her peasant has 
not tasted peace, nor her piety rested from persecu- 
tion! Oh! Brama, defend us from the God of the 
Christian! Father, father, return to your brethren, 


Tetrace the waters; we may live in ignorance, but 
we live in love, and we will not taste the tree that 
gives us evil when it gives us wisdom. The heart is 


our guide, nature is our gospel; in the imitation of 
our fathers we found our hope, and, if we err, on 
the virtue of our motives we rely for our redemp- 
tion.” How would the missionaries of the mitre an- 
swer him? I[low will they answer that insulted Be- 
ing of whose creed their conduct carries the refuta- 
tion? But to what enddo I argue witb the Brcor ? 
—a wretch, whom no philosophy can humanize, no 
charity soften, no religion reclaim; no miracle con- 
vert ; monster, who, red with the fires of hell and 
bending under the crimes of earth, erects his mur- 
derous divinity upon a throne of sculls, and would 
gladly feed even with a brother's blood the cannibal 
appetite of his rejected altar! His very interests 
cannot soften bim into humanity. Surely, if it could, 
no man would be found mad enough to advocate a 
system which cankers the very heart of society, and 
undermines the natura) resourees of government; 
which takes away the strongest excitement to indus- 
try, by closing up every avenue to laudable ambition ; 
which administers to the vanity or the vice of a par- 
ty; when it should only study the advantage of a 
people ; and holds out the perquisites of state as an 
impious bounty on the persecution of religion.”— 
Philips. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
An attempt to estimate the good, which will result fram 
the doctrine of eternal torment. 

One thing is certain, viz. that this doctrine 
cannot do those people any good who do not 
believe it ; which is a fact we presume no one 
will dispute. And there is another fact which 
we think will be as readily admitted, viz. that 
the doctrine of eternal misery as held by sume 
men,can do no good. No christian, it is sup- 
posed, will allow, that the faith of the Mahom- 
medan in his kind of eternal punishment ever 





did him any good. Be this as it may, it wi! 
not effect the argument of this communication. 
There are a great many then who all must ac. 
knowledge cannot be beuefitted by this doctrine. 
No Universalist can be benefitted by it. And 
there are a@ great many such inthe world.— 
There are thousands who avow Universal Sal- 
vation, and in all probability, a great many who 
sincerely believe it, but do not avow it. There 
are others, who, although they do not fully be- 
lieve it, yet think it as reasonable as any other 
doctrine. Such cannot be benefitted by the 
doctrine of eternal torments. Then there are 
all those who disbelieve this doctrine of eternal 
torment, of every other sect and denomination 
under heaven who can receive no benefit at all 
from it. Let us then inquire how much benefit 
those receive from who may be supposed to be- 
lieve it. 

It is contended that it is necessary to preach 
eterna] punishment to mankind to make thein 
virtuous. Now we will allow for « moment 
that the fear of eternal torment for men’s sins in 
this life possesses in reality the power of making 
men holy. Will it make those holy, who, al- 
though they believe in it, are not afraid of it : 
Certainly not. Well the greater part of those 
who believe it, are not in the least afraid of it 
themselves, neither do they believe it for them- 
selves. But allowing that many of ‘these be- 
lieve it for themselves, i.e. suppose that they 
themselves shall suffer it, or are in danger of 
suffering it if they do wrong, will this prevent 
their doing wrong, if they are perfectly willing 
ing to suffer it? Certainly not. Well it is an 
article in the creed of many christians, that no 
man can become a christian without being per- 
fectly willing to be damned, if it is God’s will. 
If a man is in reality perfectly willing to go to 
hell, and suffer forever, will it prevent that man 
from sinning to tell him, if he commits sin, he 
will gothere ? If then it be true that men are 
willing to be damned, can the preaching of hell 
torments do such any good, even allowing that 
the fear of such torments is of beneficial ten- 
dency ? 

Furthermore, proceeding on the same suppo- 
sition that a fear of these tormeats is of bene- 
ficial tendency if rightly directed, let us enquire 
whether this fear will tend to make men holy if 
they believe they are in danger of suffering the 
torment, but think that it is not for their sins.— 
If they think they are not in danger of suffer- 
ing it for their sins, why should they break off 
their sins¥o escape it? Is it not a fact, that 
many of those who believe it, are taught that 
they are in danger of suffering it, not for any e- 
vil they have done or will do, but because they 
are born into the world with corrupt natures? 
Thus all the beneficial tendency there is in the 
fear of eternal torments is lost to them. 

So are they taught also that they are in dan- 
ger of eternal torments in consequence of the 
sins of their first parents. This article is so 
important that it is introduced into the creed in 
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the following words: “ All mankind bv the fall 
lost communion with God, fell under his wrath 
and curse, and so were made liable to all the 
miseries of this life, to death itself, and the 
pains of hell forever.” How can a man who 
believes this, suppose that he shall ever be pun- 
ished for his own sins ? How can he be punish- 
ed for his own sins? What can he suffer for 
them ? Can he suffer the “ pains of hell forever ?” 
No. Can he suffer death? No. Can he suffer 
any thing in this life? Can he lose the commo- 
nion of God ? or incur his wrath, or curse ?— 
No he must suffer all these judgments for the 
sin of Adam. It was by this he has lost com- 
munion with God, fell under his wrath and curse 
and so became liable to all the miseries of this 
life, death itself, and the pains of hell forever. 
Well then, if this doctrine be true so far from 
its being necessary for a man to break of his 
sins in order to escape eternal punishment by 
so doing. This conclusion will assist us in es- 
timating the benefit which will result from the 
preaching of the doctrine of eternal torments. 
We have now seen that there are many, very 
many who do not believe in this doctrine, and 
who, of course cannot be influenced by it. We 
have seen that the mest of thuse who do be- 
lieve it do not expect to suffer the punishment 
themselves; or if they did, that it would be no 
restraint upon them, becaase they are perfect- 
ly willing to be damned for the glory of God. 
And furthermore, that they do not expect any 
people to suffer it for any wickedness they have 
done, or shall do, but for the sins of Adam, and 
for being born into the world with a corrupt na- 
ture. So we see, that very few if any, of those 
who believe in that doctrine can in any moral 
sense, be benefitted by it more than those who 
do not believe it. We have gone now altogeth- 
er upon the ground of the friends of this doc- 
trine allowing them the silly position for which 
they would contend, viz. that a belief in eternal 
punishment for sins committed in this life is of 
beneficial tendency. By the consideration of 
other tenets held by those who embrace the doc- 
trine of eternal torments I think I have shown, 
that no good effects can be derived from that 
doctrine even by those who are its most strenv- 
ous advocates. But I would give this public 
notice that I am verily far from believing that 
the doctrine of eternal misery is in any way of 
much benefit to the the cause of morality.— 
Mankind are incited to do good by the opera- 
tion of motives upon the mind ; and there are 
motives enough without the fear of punishment 
in the future state. Is it not obvious to every 
careful observer of such things that mankind 
are induced to be virtuous by very different mo- 
tives than a fear of such punishment? Is it not 
astonishing that the christian clergy never yet 
have discovered that mankind in all the differ- 
ent grades and relations of life, as philosophers, 
statasmen, merchants, mechanics, &c. &c. per- 
form all the good which they do, by the sole in- 
fluence of motives entirely distinct from the fear 


of endless punishment? If the clergy do not 
know this, they are indeed ignorant. And I 
fain would excuse them on the score of ignorance 
if it were possible. But they know more than 
some think they do; and this preaching of the 
doctrine of endless misery is a matter of mere 
policy to keep the people in ignorance that they 
may maintain their unjustly acquired influence 
over them. RicHarps. 





From Bolingbroke’s reflections upon Exile. 
RESIGNATION. 


The darts of adverse fortune are always lev- 
elled at our head. Some reach us, some graze 
against us, and fly to wound our neighbors. Let 
us therefore impose an equal temper on our 
minds, and pay without murmuring the tribute 
we owe to humanity. The winter brings colds, 
and we must freeze. The summer returns with 
heat, and we must melt. The inclemency of 
the air destroys our health, and we must be sick. 
Here we are exposed to wild beasts, and there 
to men more savage than the beasts: and if we 
escape the inconveniences and dangers of the 
air and earth, there are perils by water and per- 
ils by fire. ‘This established course of things it 
is not in our power to change; but it is in our 
power to assume such a greatness of mind as 
becomes wise and virtuous men ; as may enable 
us to encounter the accidents of life with forti- 
tude, and to conform ourselves to the order of 
nature, whe governs her great kingdom, the 
world, by continual mutations. Let us submit 
to this order; let us be persuaded that whatev- 
er does happen, ought to happen, and never be 
so foolish as so expostulate with nature. The 
best resolution we can take is to suffer what we 
cannot alter, and to pursue without repining, 
the road which Providence, who directs every 
thing, has marked out to us: For it is enough 
to follow; and he is but a bad soldier whosighs 
and marches on with reluctancy. We must re- 
ceive the orders with spirits and cheerfulness, 
and not endeavor to skulk out of the post which 
is assigned us in this beautiful disposition of 
things, whereof even our sufferings make a ne- 
cessary part. Let us address ourselves to Gop, 
who governs all, as Cleanthes did in those ad- 
mirable verses which are going to lose part of 
their grace and energy in my translation of 
them : 


Parent of nature! Master of the world! 
Where’er Providence directs, behold 

My steps with cheerfal resignation turn. 

Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on. 
Why would I grieve, when grieving I must bear? 
Or take with guilt, what guiltless I might share ? 


Thus let us speak, and thus let us act. Re- 
signation to the will of God is true magnanimi- 
ty. But thesure mark of a pusillanimons and 
base spirit, is to struggle against, to censure the 
order of Providence, and instead of mending our 
own conduct, to set up for correcting that of our 
Maker. 
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A RIGHTEOUS MAN. 

Plato, in the secuud book of bis Common- 
wealth, when he would represent a righteous 
man, giving to the world the most unquestiona- 
bie testimony of his virtue, says—* Let him be 
stripped of all thixgs in this pworld except his 
righteousness ; let him be poor and afilicted, 
and accounted a wicked and unjust man ; let 
him be whipped and tormented, and crucified 
as a malefactor, and yet all ubis while retain his 
integrity.” This so exactly agrees with our 
Saviour’s condition, that had not Plato written 
before his time, one would have thought he had 
alluded to it.— Tillotson. 


SUPERSTITION DEFINED. 

The mind of man is subject to certain unac- 
countable terrors and apprehensions, proceed- 
ing either from the unhappy situation of public 
or private affairs—from ill health—from a gloo- 
my and melancholy disposition—or from the 
concurrence of all these circumstances. In 
such a state of mind, infinite unknown evils are 
dreaded from unknown agents: and, where 
real objects of terror are wanting to the soul, 
active to its own prejudice, and fostering its 
predominant inclination, finds imaginary ones ; 
to whose power and malevolence it sets no 
limits. 

As these enemies are entirely invisible and 
unknown, the methods to appease them are 
equality unaccountable, and consist in ceremo- 
nies, observances, mortifications, sacrifices, 
presents, or in any practice, however absurd 
and frivolous, which either folly or knavery re- 
commends to a blind and teitified credulity.— 
Weakness, fear melanchuly, together with igaor- 
ance, are therefore the true sources of super- 
stition. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST. 
DISASTROUS TIMES!!! 

At no remote period, lamentations, mourn- 
ing, and wo, distinguished the followers of poor 
Orthodoxy, because a heritical congress elect- 
ed a Unitarian chaplain ; and lately dreadful 
growlings, indicative of some great internal 
commotion, proceeded from a certain office in 
this village, occasioned by the equally heretica! 
legislative body of Verniont; who, “ to their 
everlasting disgrace, have appointed a Univer- 
salist for their chaplain.” O Washington, what 
nast thou done! Thy memory perish; for 
thou first set the horrid example, by appointing 
Murray, the first Universalist preacher in this 
country, chaplain to thine army ! 

We have waited impatiently, expecting to see 
these hallowed prints appear, clothed in sack- 
cloth and ashes, manifesting the mournful insig- 
nia of disappointment and despair, on account 
of the great national insult, offered to poor Or- 
thodoxy, by the election of John Quincy Adams, 
an avowed Unitarian, to the Presidency. Tell 
‘*tnot in Gath ; publish it not in Askelon ; lest 

daughters of the uncircumcised triumph !— 











Alas! and is it come to this: that a country 
so full of revivals, whose sons and daughters are 
ali the hopeful converts of Orthodoxy, should, 
notwithstanding “to tlieir everlasting disgrace,” 
choose for president and chaplains, heretical 
men, who neither fear the devil, nor believe ip 
a family of wrathful gods and an endless hell ' 
Alas, poor Orthodoxy, felo dese! J. 5S. T. 


CHRISTIAN PREJUDICE. 
For the Jews have no dealings with the Samar- 
itans.—JOHN iv. 9. 

How is it with the orthodox? They consider 
their views not only correct; not only more 
conduce than the opposite ones to virtue, peace 
and holiness; but essential to the gospel, and 
necessary to salvation. They therefore feej 
justified in denying the christian name, and 
character, and privileges, of those who do not 
receive the same doctrines. ‘To some of the 
doctrines of their system, they attach, as we 
should expect, greater importance than to oth- 
ers. They also profess to be friends to free in- 
quiry; but alas! forthe man whose inquiries 
shall lead him to results different from their’s. 
They seem to take it for granted, that every 
one who examines with aright disposition, will 
embrace their doctrines. By necessary conse- 
quence therefore they consider all who adhere 
to the opposite system, as enemies to truth, as 
subverters of the gospel, as unworthy to be treat- 
ed us christians, and as liable to the donm of 
unbelievers. They believe the nature of man 
to be so corrupt, that he is hostile to the truth, 
and strongly inclined to reject it, till he is chang- 
ed by Almighty power, and sanctified by a spe- 
cial operation of the spirit. Consequently, ev- 
ery kind and degree of opposition to their sys- 
tem, they regard as an expression, and a_ proot 
of depravity, Weseethereasonthen, why they 
are unwilling to have christian intercourse with 
others. 

But may we not inquire for the authority on 
which they presume to consider their peculiari- 
ties essential to the gospel? It is because they 
find them frequently and explicitly mentioned 
inthe word of God? But it so happens that 
none of the words and phrases by which they 
choose to express the leading articles of their 
belief, are contained in the scriptures.—In vain 
shall we look for trinity, three persons in one 
God, the supreme divinity of Jesus Christ, the 
deity and personality of the Holy Spirit, total 
depravity, special grace, instantaneous regenera- 
tiun, justification by faith through the vicarious 
sufferings and imputed righteousness of Christ, 
final perseverance of all saints. The Bible, I 
repeat it, does not contain these expressions.— 
Why then do our Orthodox brethren make be- 
lief of them or any of them essential to chris- 
tian cominunion? ‘They will probably say, 
that the scriptures contain expressions equivalent 
to the forgoing ; or that they clearly teach the 
doctrines which are denoted by these phrases. 
But this is the very point in debate. We deny 
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that the Bible,when fairly interpreted, inculcates 


| ness having usually stupified and indisposed the 


the foregoing doctrines. But admitting that their nerves for any quick sensation. However, va- 
interpretation of the scriptures is correct, does | rious means have been thought of for mitigating 


it follow that they are authorised in treating | 


their opponents as enemies to the truth and sub- 
verters to the gospel ? Admitting their doctrines 
to be true, is it necessary, or right, to consider 
them essential ? By what process do they learn, 
that to reject these doctrines is to reject the gos- 
pel, or that the belief of them is necessary to 
the christian character or salvation ? Has the 
Bible given any intimation of the kind? Are we 
any where told, that unless we believe the doc- 
trine of the trinity, of total depravity, and of 
personal election, we shall die in our sins? Or 
do the orthodox fellow the dictates of their own 
reason, or the suggestions of their own feelings, 
in deciding that certain of their doctrines are es- 
sential? To me it appears that they cannot con- 
sistently do this, for they often accuse others of 
setting up reason above revelation. 

Why shall any class of men, who profess to 
follow the Bible for their guide, choose, in the 
first place, to express their sentiments in lan- 
guage which the scriptures have not employed, 
and then determine without the sanction of the 
scriptures, that these sentiments are essential ? 
Why should they attempt to form creeds and 
‘confessions of faith, in words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, and then practically say to the 
world, we shall not receive you as christians, 
unless you admit the truth of those creeds? Is 
there nothing of arrogance in this procedure ¢ 
Is there nothing like an attempt to fetter the 
mind, to bind the conscience, and to restrain 
free inquiry ¢ Is there nothing which resem- 
bles a wish to dictate to others what they shall 
believe, in order to enjoy the privileges of 
christianity > And of course, is there not some- 
thing which will perpetuate contentions in the 
christian community, so loug as any shal: be 
found who dare to think for themselves, and to 
speak what they think ; I blame no man for 
embracing doctrines different from my own. It 
is the privilege and the duty of every man to 
examine and decide for himself, not for others, 
what is the truth. This is one of the dearest 
privileges ; a privilege without which life is not 
worth possessing ; a privilege for which many 
martyrs have cheerfully suffered death. This 
privilege, I trust, you will never relinquish ; 
and [hope you will be equally distant from any 
attempts to wrest it from others. Let truth 
stand on its own basis; and let every creed 
and every opinion, however important anu how- 
ever sacred, in the view of their adherents, be 
subjected to independent and candid inquiry.— 
Lib. Rec. 

AGONY OF DEATH. 

Much of the terror of death arises from the 
pangs and convulsions wherewith the agony 
seenis attended ; though we have reason to be- 
lieve that the pain in such cases is ordinarily not 
extremely acute; a course of pain and sick- 








the agony of death. Lord Bacon considers this 
no part of the province of a physician ; and not 
only when such a mitigation may terd to a re- 
covery, it can only tend to make the passage 
out of life more calin and easy. Complacency 
in death, which Augustus so much desired. is 
certainly mo small part of happiness. Accor- 
dingly the author last cited ranks euthanasia, 
or the art of dying easily, among the desiderata 
of science. Opium has been applied for this 
purpose, with the approbation of some, but the 
condemnation of more. Baglavi published a 
treatise on the method of treating those in the 
agonies of death ; but, perhaps one of the best 
receipts for that end, is that of Mr. Patin, viz. 

abstinence from all medicinc. To this, we shall 

take the liberty of adding, that the best way oi 

preparing ourselves against the agonies of 

death, is to live in such a manner, that we need 

not be afraid to die. 

A RUSSIAN HYMN, 

The following solemn and impressive hyran 
is copied from “ Carr’s Northern Summer.”’— 
This hymn, it is said, is generally recited ove: 
a corpse in Russia, previous to its interment : 

“Oh! what is life! a blossom! a vapor or 
dew ef the morning! Approach and contem- 
plate the grave. Where now is the graceful 
form! where the organs of sight! and where 
the beauty of complexion ! 

* What lamentation and wailing, and mourn. 


‘ing, and struggling, when the soul is separated 


from the body! Human life seems altogether 
vanity ; a transient shadow; the sleep of error ; 
the unavailing Jabor cf imagined existence ; let 
us therefore fly from every corruption of the 
world, that we may inherit the kingdom ot 
heaven.” 


Honest indignation in the reprobation o! 
meanness and depravity, is always sure to ex- 
cite an exalted sentiment in the minds of men. 
The sincere enforcement of good principles, is 
among the noblest sources of genuine oratory : 
he that awakens a more generons love of virtue, 
and |ifts us beyond the ordinary sphere of our 
moral sensibilities, produces the true results of 
eloquence. 


Many are soon engaged in holy duties, and 
easily persuaded to take up a profession of reli- 
gion; and as easily persuaded to lay it down; 


‘like the new moon, which shines a little in the 


first part of the night, but it is down before hal! 
the night is over. 


Th2 misrepresentations of God’s character 
and purposes, given by system-makers since the 
primitive age of the gospe!, are the great rea- 
sons why christianity has not yet spread over 
the earth, and whv thousands of its professed 
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believers ‘are infidels in heart. Orthodox chris- 
tianity gives the Almighty an inflexibility of 
vengeance against his uncreated offspring, 
which was never imputed to the heathen Jupi- 
ter, and makes him form part of our race for 
hell, that he might gratify his infinite selfishness 
in the glorious display of bliss and misery in 
endless contrast. It is not wonderful that Pa- 
gans cannot be easily converted to this faith, 
as it violates the first and truest perceptions of 
the moral sense, opposes all reason and obser- 
vations, and damns a large part of our race for 
for the glory of God and the happiness of the 
saints. This orthodox christianity fully justi- 
fies all infidelity, and is as much worse than A- 
theism, as eternal torment is worse than endless 
sleep. 


Itis on no account allowable for one man to 
judge of another as to the quality of spiritual 
life, for the Lord alone knows this ; neverthe- 
less, it is allowable for every one to judge of 
another, in respect to his quality as to moral 
and civil life, for this is of concern to society. 


All punishments inflicted by God, for the dis- 
obedience of his children is desigued for their 
reformation. 
Eee 

POETRY. 


T will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
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THE SEASONS. 
When winter mounts his gusty car and hies, 
Hurling deep snows thro’ the cloud-thicken’d skies, 
Or stooping, locks in icy chains the floods, 
And clothes in glitt’ring robes the naked woods, 
When all the storms that crown his yearly birth 
Conspire to terrify the sons of earth, 
The Christian sees his God in ev’ry storm, 
In wind, or hail, in one and ev’ry form. 


When Spring unveils the streamlets to your view, 
And bids the sombre forests bloom anew, 

When with rich green she velvets o’er the plain, 
And budding flow’rets deck her various train ; 
When the glad groves with vocal praise resound ; 
When all the charms that mark her annual round, 
Unite to please the mere beholder’s sense, 

The Christian sees in each Omnipotence. 


When Summer o’er the fields advancing gay, 
Sports in the golden grain and new-mown hay ; 
When the green foliage of th’ inviting bowers 
Affords a cool retreat ’mid beauteous flowers ; 
When ripen’d fruits adorn her prosperous way, 
When all her stores are open’d to the dav, 

The humble Christian casts his eye abroad, 
And every blessing points him to his God. 


When Autumn’s riches in profusion lie 

O’er the wide sweep encircled by the sky ; 

When every orchard rich abundance yields, 

And clustering grapes hang pendent o’er the fields ; 
When all the blessings that the eye can scan, 
Grow in their seasons for the good of man, 

The Christian’s songs to Heaven’s high portals raise, 
And ev’ry grateful heart o’erflows with praise. 


MORNING, 


The sulien gloom has fled 
Before the rising dawn; 

The Monarch of the day has shed 
The op’ning beams of morn. 


The shadows all are past, 
And rosy day breaks in, 

With golden hues o’er ocean cast, 
And bids our song begin. 


It wakes the melting strains 
Of gratitude and praise, 
To him who spreads o’er all the plains, 
~ His kind and kindling rays. 


We hail in songs of jay, 
His mercy and his love, 

His grace and truth without alloy, 
Descending from above. 


ITis SON in splendor rose, 

With beams of heav’nly peace ; 
Whose pow’r shall disappoint his foes, 

And bid our sorrows cease : 


Shall clothe in robes of light, 

The sons of Adam’s race ; 
Dispel the darkness of their bight, 

And save thenrby his grace. 


When rais’d to joys above, 
With all the shining train ; 
Our theme shall be his boundless love, 
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Where light and peace remain. 


A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 


When life, as opening buds, is sweet, 

And golden hopes the spirit greet, 

And vouth prepares his joys to meet, 
Alas! how hard it is to die! 


When scarce is seiz’d some valu’d prize. 
And duties press, and tender ties 
Forbid the soul from earth to rise, 

How awful then it is to die! 


When, one by one, those ties are toru, 
And friend from friend is snatched forlorn. 
And man is left alone to mourn, 

Ah! then how easy ’tis to die! 


When faith is strong, and couscience clear, 
And words of peace the spirit cheer, 
And vision’d glories balf appear, 

’Tis joy, "tis triumph, then to dic. 


When trembling limbs refuse their weight. 
And films, slow gathering, dim the sight, 
And clouds obscure the mental light, 
’Tis nature’s precious boon to die ‘ 
Mrs. Barbauld. 


iy We have received the first number of “* Tue 
Universauist,” published at Utica, N. Y. and edit- 
ed by Messrs. J. S. Thompson, S. R. Smira. and G. 
B. Lisuen. It is respectable in appearance, and 
we recommend it to the patronage of a Christian 
public. 
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